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Data Highlights
VCGI  S taf f

Wind Speed Data
Pred ic ted  mean  wind  speed  and  wind  power  data  was  made  ava i lab le  for
download  f rom the  VGIS  Data  Warehouse  in  November.

The  Massachuse t ts  Techno logy  Co l laborat ive ,  in  con junct ion  wi th  the
Connect i cut  C lean  Energy  Fund  and  Northeast  Ut i l i t ies ,  commiss ioned  and
funded  the  pre parat ion  o f  W ind  Energy  Resource  Maps  for  New Eng land.
Maps  we re  deve loped  by  TrueW ind  So lut ions ,  LLC  and  AWS Sc ient i f i c ,  Inc .

VCGI  would  l ike  to  thank  the  VT  Agency  of  Natura l  Resources  (ANR)  for
c l ipp ing  the  data  to  VT,  and  draf t ing  the  metadata.

E911 Data
Another  9 -1 -1  update  w as  made  ava i lab le  in  October.  Th i s  data  was
exported  on  9/15/08 .  The  LANDMARKS  layer  has  been  d i scont inued  and  the
Roadnames .dbf  f i l e  has  not  been  updated  in  the  “OTHER”  dataset
(compr i sed  o f  Esadata .d bf,  Esn .d bf  and  Roadnames .d bf ) .   VC GI  i s  no  longer
app ly ing  any  QAQC procedures  to  the  data  and  i t  i s  prov ided  so le ly  “as  i s”.

E  9 -1 -1  cont inues  the  process  o f  s impl i fy ing  the  data  s t ructure ,  that  i s
“ f la t ten ing ”  the  database ,  in  order  to  make  i t  more  s t re aml ined  and
st ra ight forward .  Whi le  the  metadata  has  been  updated ,  VCGI  w i l l  not  be
ab le  to  put  a  lo t  o f  resources  in to  po l i sh ing  the  metadata  fur ther  and
recode  ut i l i t ies  or ig ina l l y  used  to  import  the  prev ious  coverage  based
layers  unt i l  th i s  e f for t  i s  completed .  The  t ime l ine  for  complet ion  i s  not
determined  at  th i s  t ime.

Due  to  budgetary  i s sues ,  the  regu lar i ty  o f  data  updates  i s  l i ke ly  to  remain
b iannua l  or  poss ib ly  quar ter ly.  P lease  d i rect  any  ques t ions  to  Mi ke
Brou i l le t te ,  E -911  Pro ject  Manager :  mikeb@vcg i .org  or  802-882-3008.
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New and Updated Data
From the  VCGI  Webs i te

N e w
• C adastra lParce ls_CCPARCELS ,  Chi t tenden  RPC  Parce l  data  ( town-based)
• Cl imateOther_WINDPWR50M,  Pred ic ted  mean  wind  power  a t  50  meter

he ight
• Cl imateOther_WINDSPD30M,  Pred ic ted  wind  speed  at  30  meter  he ight
• Cl imateOther_WINDSPD70M,  Pred ic ted  wind  speed  at  70  meter  he ight
• EconOther_NMTC,  New Market  Tax  Cred i t  -  Hot  zones  &  qua l i f ied

C o u nt y / Tra c ts
• Geolog icSur f i c ia l_SURFIC IAL62K,  Sur f i c ia l  geo logy  data  -  1 :62 ,500
• TransRoad_RDSTIGER,  Census  T IGER road  center l ines
• Ut i l i tyTe lecom_CABLE2007,  Vermont  Cab le  Sys tems  20 07
• Ut i l i tyTe lecom_CABLEMOD2007,  Vermont  Cab le  Modem Sys tems  2007
• Ut i l i tyTe lecom_DSL2007,  Vermont  DSL  Sys tems  2007
• Ut i l i tyTe lecom_WISP2 007,  Vermont  W i re less  Internet  Ser v i ce

Prov iders  layer  2007
• WaterOther_CLASSA ,  VT Water  Qua l i ty  S tandard ’s  C lass  A  watersheds
• WaterOther_PARTA303D,  VT impa i red  wate rs  -  EPA  303(d)  l i s t  (par t  A )

Updated
• EcologicHabitat_DEERWN,  Deer  winter ing  areas
• EmergencyE911_DW,  Dr iveways  captured  for  E911  use
• EmergencyE911_ESA,  E911  Emergency  Serv ice  Agency  Locat ions
• E m e r g e n c y E 9 1 1 _ E S I T E ,  E911  S i te  locat ions  (bu i ld ings ,  hydrants ,

pub l i c  phones ,  . . )
• E m e rg e ncyE911_ESZ ,  E 9 1 1  E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e  Z o n e  d a t a  l a y e r
• EmergencyE911_OTHER,  Other  E911  databases  -  tabu lar
• E m e r g e n c y E 9 1 1 _ R D S ,  E911  Road  center l ines  f rom 1 :5000  or thophotos

and  GPS
• E m e r g e n c y E 9 1 1 _ S H E E T S ,  E911  At las  Map Sheets  Boundar ies
• Geolog icSo i l s_NITRATEL I ,  Nitrate  Leach ing  Index  based  upon SSURGO

s o i l s
• LandLanduse_CCLANDUSE08,  Chi t tenden  RPC  Landuse  data  (2008)  -

p a r c e l  b a s e d
• TransRoad_RDS,  VTrans  Road  center l ines  f rom 1 :5 000  or thos  and  GPS
• TransRoad_RDSMA J1,  M a j o r  road  c e nte r l i n es  ex t ra c ted  f ro m

Tra n s Ro ad _ R D S
• TransRoad_RDSMA J2,  M a j o r  road  c e nte r l i n es  ex t ra c ted  f ro m

Tra n s Ro ad _ R D S

Chittenden County RPC GIS Data  is Now
Available On-line!

Steve  Sharp ,  VCGI

VCGI  has  implemented  a  d i s t r ibuted  data  d i s t r ibut ion  arch i tecture  which
prov ides  users  w i th  a  s ing le  po int  o f  access  to  Vermont ’s  G IS  (VGIS )  data .
Th i s  sys tem i s  re fer red  to  as  the  D i s t r ibuted  VGIS  Data  Warehouse
(Warehouse) .  The  Warehouse  cons i s t s  o f  severa l  components ,  inc lud ing  G IS
data ,  a  cata log ing  database ,  metadata ,  and  data  download  serv i ces .  The
Warehouse  i s  admin i s tered  by  VCGI ,  but  i s  supported  by  organ izat ions  who
create ,  ma inta in ,  and  prov ide  G IS  data  (e . g . :  CCRPC ,  ANR,  VTrans ,  e tc . ) .

More  in fo  here :
h t t p : / / w w w.vc g i . o rg / d atawa re / ? page = . /s earc h _ to o l s / l i n ked _ s e r v e rs . c f m

Mike  Broui l le t te  of  VCGI
Atta ins  GISP   Cert i f i cat ion
from the  GIS  Cert i f i cat ion
Inst i tute  -  A  G ISP  i s  a
cer t i f ied  geograph ic
in format ion  sys tems  (G IS )
Profess iona l  who  has  met
the  min imum standards  for
eth ica l  conduct  and
profess iona l  pract i ce  as
estab l i shed  by  the  G IS
Cert i f i ca t ion  Ins t i tute
(GISC I ) .  In  order  to  a t ta in
th i s  cer t i f i ca t ion ,  an
a p p l i c a n t  c o m p l e t e s  a n
app l i cat ion  that  re f lec ts
profess iona l  exper ience ,
educat ion ,  and
contr ibut ions  to  the
profess ion .  V i s i t  the  G ISC I
web  s i te  for  more
in format ion ,  and
remember that  the
“g randfather ing ”  dead l ine
(which  a l lows  the
app l i cant  to  subst i tute
e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  d e f i c i e n c i e s
in  educat ion  and
contr ibut ions )  i s  January
1,  2009!  w ww. gisc i .org
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National Election Results: How Do We Represent Them?
M ark  Newman,  Department  o f  Phys i cs  and  Center  f or  the  S tudy  of  Compl ex  Systems,

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n
From:  http ://w w w-personal .umich .edu/~mejn/e lect ion/2008/?map

M o s t  o f  u s  a re ,  by  n ow,  fa m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  m a p s  t h e  T V  c h a n n e l s  a n d  we b  s i tes  u s e  t o  s h ow  t h e  res u l ts  o f
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n :

The  s t a t es  a r e  co lored  red  or  b lue  to  ind icate
whether  a  major i ty  o f  the i r  voters  voted  for
the  Repub l i can  cand idate ,  John  McCa in ,  or
the  Dem o cr at i c  cand idate ,  Barack  Obama,
res pect ive ly.  Look ing  at  th i s  map  i t  g ives  the
impress ion  that  the  Repub l i cans  won the
e l e c t i o n  h a n d i l y,  s i n c e  t h e re  i s  rat h e r  m o re
red  on  the  map than  there  i s  b lue .  In  fac t ,
howe ve r,  the  re ve rse  i s  t rue  –  the  Democrats
won by  a  substant ia l  marg in .  The  exp lanat ion
for  th i s  apparent  paradox ,  as  po inted  out  by
many  peop le ,  i s  that  the  map  fa i l s  to  take
account  o f  the  popu lat ion  d i s t r ibut ion .  I t
fa i l s  to  a l low for  the  fac t  that  the  popu lat ion
of  the  red  s tates  i s  on  average  s ign i f i cant ly  lower  than  that  o f  the  b lue  ones .  The  b lue  may  be  smal l  in
area ,  but  they  represent  a  l a rge  number  o f  voters ,  wh ich  i s  what  matters  in  an  e lect ion .

W e  c a n  c o r r e c t  f o r  t h i s  b y  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  a  c a r t o g r a m ,  a  m a p  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s i z e s  o f  s t a t e s  a r e  r e s c a l e d
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  s t a t e s
a r e  d r a w n  w i t h  s i z e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  n o t  t o  t h e i r
a c r e a g e  b u t  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e i r
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  s t a t e s  w i t h  m o r e  p e o p l e
a p p ea r i n g  l a rge r  t h a n  s tate s  w i t h  few e r,
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  a c t u a l  a r e a  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .

H e r e  a r e  t h e  2 0 0 8  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n
r e s u l t s  o n  a  p o p u l a t i o n  c a r t o g r a m  o f  t h i s
type:

CCRPC i s  the  f i r s t  RPC  to  “ l ink”  i t se l f  in to  th i s  sys tem.   Our  hope  i s  that  other  RPCs  wi l l  do  the  same.

ht tp ://w ww.vcg i .org /dataware/?rpc=CC

VCGI  would  l i ke  to  thank  Pam Brangan,  CCRPC  GIS/ IT  Manager,  for  her  e f for ts  and  wi l l ingness  to  make  th i s
in i t ia t i ve  a  success .
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T h e  p res i d e nt i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  h owe ve r,  i s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  d e c i d ed  o n  t h e  b as i s  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o
v o t e  f o r  e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  b u t  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  c o l l e g e .

W e  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  c o l l e g e  b y  s c a l i n g  t h e  s i z e s  o f  s t a t e s  t o  b e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o
t h e i r  n u m b e r  o f  e l e c t o r a l  v o t e s ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  a  m a p  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h i s :

H e r e  i s  w h a t  t h e  c a r t o g r a m  l o o k s  l i k e  f o r  t h e
c o u n t y - l e v e l  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s :

O n e  w a y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  m a p  a n d  r e v e a l
m o r e  n u a n c e  i n  t h e  v o t e  i s  t o  u s e  n o t  j u s t
t w o  c o l o r s ,  r e d  a n d  b l u e ,  b u t  t o  u s e  r e d ,
b l u e ,  a n d  s h a d e s  o f  p u r p l e  i n  b e t w e e n  t o
i n d i c a t e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  v o t e s .

 And here’s  what  that  cartogram looks  l ike:

More on cartograms in the next VGIS News (February)!
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Transportation Notes
S a r a  M o u l to n ,  V Tr a n s

The  Ye ar  2008  Town H ighway  Maps  have  been  comple ted .  There  are  79  new maps .  We  generated  new maps
on ly  for  the  towns  that  reported  changes  dur ing  the  2008  Mi leage  Cer t i f i ca te  process .  The  maps  f rom the
years  2003-2007  are  s t i l l  va l id  for  the  towns  that  d id  not  have  changes .

The  PDF  vers ion  o f  these  new maps  can  be  accessed  through  the  Mapping  Un i t  webs i te  a t :
ht tp ://w ww.aot .s tate .v t .us/P lanning /mapgis/ town_maps1.ht m

The  changes  incorporated  in to  the  maps  are  deta i led  in  the  “2008_Al lChanges”  document  located  at :
ht t p : / / w ww. a o t . s tate .v t . u s / P l a n n i n g / D o c u m e nts / H i g h Re s ea rc h / P u b l i c at i o n s /
2 0 0 8 _ A l l C h a n g e s . p d f

The  fo l lowing  i s  a  summary  o f  some of  the  changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  product ion  o f  the  Town
Highway  Maps  in  2008 .

STRUCTURES
Al l  the  S tate  Long ,  S t ate  Short  and  Town Long  s t ructures  have  been  labe led .  Prev ious ly,  on ly  se lected
st ructures  we re  labe led  and  we re  ident i f ied  by  the  pref i xes  “B”  or  “CB”.  “B”  cou ld  refer  to  e i ther  a  br idge
or  a  cu lver t .  ( “CB”  re fer red  to  a  cove red  br idge . )  We  added  the  use  o f  the  pref i x  “C ”  and  now d i f fe rent iate
whether  the  s t ructure  i s  a  br idge  “B”  or  a  cu lver t  “C ”.

Town Short  s t ructures  were  not  shown on  the  2008  Town H ighway  Map ser ies .  The  data  about  Town Shorts
that  we  were  us ing  for  prev ious  town h ighway  maps  had  not  been  f ie ld  checked  for  about  20  years .  The
VTrans  S t ructures  D iv i s ion  rout ine ly  rev iews  Town Longs ,  S tate  Shorts ,  and  S tate  Longs ,  but  does  not
inc lude  Town Shorts  in  the  ins pect ions .  We  are  rev iewing  the  Vermont  On- l ine  Br idge  and  Cu lver t
Inve ntor y  Too l  (VOBCIT)  data
(ht tp ://apps .vt rans .vermont .gov/Br idgeAndCulvert/Log in .aspx?ReturnUr l=/Br idgeAndCulvert/
Defau l t .aspx )  to  determine  i f  i t  can  su i tab ly  f i l l  the  data  gap  and  be  used  in  nex t  ye ar ’s  town h ighway  map
s e r i e s .

SURFACE WATER
We changed  our  data  source  for  sur face  water  and  s tar t ing  us ing  VHDcarto  for  both  po lys  and  arc .  The
data  layer  we  were  us ing  before  was  very  coarse  and  car tograph ic .  VHDcarto  i s  spat ia l l y  more  accurate ,
but  there  was  a  lo t  o f  in ter ference  o f  the  s t reams  wi th  the  mi leage  annotat ion .  Rather  than  add  the
maintenance  o f  th i s  data  layer  to  our  dut ies  and  modi fy  i t  to  accommodate  the  mi leage  annotat ion ,  we
dec ided  to  dep ic t  on ly  the  named s t reams.

FOR GIS  FOLKS
The  VTrans  road  center l ine  data  layer  (TransRoad_RDS)  that  was  pos ted  at  the  Vermont  Center  for
Geograph ic  In format ion  (VCGI )  in  Ju ly  2008  inc luded  the  changes  submit ted  by  the  towns  ear l ie r  th i s  year
on  the i r  Cer t i f i ca tes  o f  H ighway  Mi leage .

Dur ing  the  course  o f  produc ing  the  maps ,  severa l  subsequent  changes  to  var ious  road  center l ines
throughout  the  s ta te  were  made.  Those  changes  are  re f lec ted  in  the  road  center l ine  data  layer  that  was
posted  at  VCGI  on  November  6 .

P lease  le t  me know i f  you  have  any  ques t ions :  Sara .Moul ton@STATE.VT.US ,  or   802-8 28-2109.

Voices From All SectorsVoices From All SectorsVoices From All SectorsVoices From All SectorsVoices From All Sectors



N ovember,  2008 6V G I S  N e w sV G I S  N e w sV G I S  N e w sV G I S  N e w sV G I S  N e w s

The Road to GIS
Don Varney

I  have  a lways  had  an  in terest  in
maps .  About  twenty  years  ago  I
moved  to  a  house  in  the  rap id ly
deve lop ing  countrys ide  in
Southeastern  Massachuset ts .  There
was  a  bookstore  in  the  nearby  c i ty
that  so ld  topograph ica l  maps  and  on
a  la rk  I  bought  one .  I  located  my
house  but  unfor tunate ly  i t  was  in  the
lower  corner  o f  the  map -  wh ich
meant  I  had  to  buy  three  more  maps
to  make  the  square  around  my  house
complete .  Except  -   w i th  a l l  the
interest ing  in format ion  about  o ld
cemeter ies ,  forgot ten  t ra i l s ,  and
back  roads  to  get  f rom here  to  there ,
I  had  to  get  another  b lock  o f  them.
Ul t imate ly,  I  bu i l t  a  wa l l  s i zed  f rame
backed  wi th  luan  p lywood and
wal lpapered  them a l l  on  to  form a
g iant  map  that  covered  a  good  twenty
mi les  a round  my  house .  I  loved  to
s tare  a t  that  map  and  p lot  new ways
to  reach  common dest inat ions  and  to
f ind  o ld  forgot ten  p laces  recorded  on
the  map.  As  an  added  bonus ,  I  cou ld
pred ic t  changes  in  the  weather  by  the
way  the  th in  p lywood wi th  paper
pasted  on  i t  warped  as  the  humid i ty
c h a n g e d .

By  that  t ime  I  had  a l ready  been  an  IT
profess iona l  for  ten  years  and  had
spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime  programming  and
learn ing  about  data  and  the  ways  o f
s tor ing  and  organ iz ing  i t .  I  loved  i t
and  I  was  good  at  i t  and  I  have  made
a  good  l i v ing  f rom i t  ever  s ince .  In
the  mid  n inet ies ,  bus iness  in  the
area  c rashed  and  I  found  myse l f
uprooted  and  rep lanted  in  Vermont .
Except  for  the  neat  map  of  Bar re  and
Montpe l ie r  that  you  cou ld  get  for
f ree  in  v ar io us  p laces ,  my  map
interest  l ay  dormant .

A  few years  ago ,  a  f r iend  o f  mine
showed me a  GPS  rece iver  a t tached
to  h i s  IPAQ.  We  we nt  for  a  r ide  in  the
car  and  he  demonstrated  how i t
cou ld  nav igate  us  f rom p lace  to
p lace  wi th  spoken  d i rect ions .  I  was
s tunned  and  I  t r ied  to  th ink  o f  a  way
to  ra t iona l i ze  get t ing  one .

Th i s  map  shows  each  s tate  re -s i zed  in  proport ion  to  the  re la t ive
in f luence  o f  the  ind iv idua l  voters  who  l i ve  there .  The  numbers
ind icate  the  tota l  de legates  to  the  E lec tora l  Co l lege  f rom each
state ,  and  how many  e l i g ib le  voters  a  s ing le  de legate  f rom each
state  represents .
ht tp : //w w w.ny t imes .com/ interact ive/2008/11/02 /op in ion/
20081102_OPCHART.html

***

Other Cool Stuff

NYT Mus ings  on  Modern  Mapping  -  " . . .What  we  gather  in  maps  i s
shared  in format ion ,  and  what  we  take  f rom them i s ,  so  o f ten ,
persona l .  And  that  i s  the i r  beauty,  whether  they  are  d ig i ta l  and
over la id  wi th  in format ion  or  f l a t . "

ht tp : //w ww.ny t imes .com/2008/11/12/op in ion/
12wed4.html?_r=1&ref=op in ion

***

C o o l  U s es  o f  G o o g l e  M a ps  -  " . . .To  f ind  out  what  I  don ’ t  kno w that  I
want  to  know.  One  of  the  features  o f  the  My Maps  area  o f  Goog le
Maps  i s  the  ab i l i t y  to  see  user -generated  over lays  for  whatever
area  you  are  cur rent ly  v iewing ."

ht tp ://ww w.bates in fo .com/sept-2008- infot ip .html

VT's Electoral Power!
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Unfortunate ly,  I  am pract i ca l  as  we l l  as  geeky  and  jus t  cou ldn ’ t  do  i t  so  I  set t led  for  a  1 :100000
topograph ica l  map  of  Montpe l ie r  that  I  hung  on  the  wa l l  and  looked  at  f rom t ime to  t ime.

I  had  hea rd  about  geocach ing  a  coup le  o f  t imes  but  d idn ’ t  know much  about  i t .  One  day,  jus t  before
Chr i s tmas  2007 ,  I  was  br ing ing  a  re furb i shed  computer  to  a  f r iend  who wanted  to  g ive  i t  to  her  nephew for
Chr i s tmas .  She  wasn ’ t  there  but  her  husband  was  and  he  s tar ted  te l l ing  me about  geocach ing  and  how much
fun  i t  was  and  how he  l i ked  i t  as  much  as  hunt ing  (which  amazed  me) .  Th i s  went  on  for  about  an  hour  and
then  my  f r iend  and  her  brother  a r r i ved  home and  took  up  the  sermon.  I  l e f t  a  changed  man –  determined  to
g ive  i t  a  t r y.  I  as ked  to  go  a long  a  few t imes  but  our  schedu les  never  synched  up .  When tax  t ime  came and  I
got  my  re fund,  I  researched  and  bought  myse l f  a  Garmin  and  I ’ ve  been  geocach ing  and  lov ing  i t  ever  s ince .
That  sounds  l i ke  the  end  of  the  s tor y  –  cute  eh?  The  geocach ing  s i te  (w ww.geocach ing .com)  o f fe rs  members
a  query  funct ion  to  he lp  f i l te r  the  k inds  o f  caches  you  want .  I t  was  bas i c  SQL  query  s tu f f  and  I  began
wr i t ing  l i t t le  f i l te rs  to  target  spec i f i c  g roups  o f  caches  that  I  wanted  to  f ind .  I  l earned  I  cou ld  export  gpx
(xml )  f i l es  to  my  Garmin  and  to  my  Ipaq .  Look ing  a t  the  raw xml  in t r igued  my  programmer  s ide  but  I  d idn ’ t
know what  to  do  about  i t .

Another  par t  o f  geocach ing  i s  h id ing  caches .  Un for tunate ly,  s ince  the  s port  has  been  around  for  a  fe w
years ,  a l l  the  easy  and  nearby  p laces  have  been  taken .  What  to  do?  Goog le  maps  i s  in tegrated  in to  the
geocach ing  s i te  so  I  began  d i sp lay ing  caches  over la id  on  Goog le  maps  and  then  zooming  in  look ing  for
areas  where  no  caches  had  been  p laced .  By  swi tch ing  the  v iew to  sate l l i te ,  I  cou ld  see  i f  my  target  a rea  was
deve loped.  By  swi tch ing  to  ter ra in  v iew I  cou ld  see  i f  I  was  go ing  to  have  to  h ike  up  mounta ins .  As  good  as
Gogg le  maps  was ,  i t  was  f rus t rat ing  not  to  be  in  rea l  contro l  o f  i t .  I  d id  learn  how to  export  a  KML f i le  f rom
Goog le  ear th  and  use  i t  to  p lot  geocaches  a long  a  route .  I t  was  a  convo luted  process  but  the  resu l t s  were
int r igu ing  –  p lot t ing  a  search  a long  a  spec i f i c  route  for  hundreds  o f  mi les  w i th in  spec i f i c  parameters
(caches  o f  a  cer ta in  degree  o f  d i f f i cu l ty,  o f  a  cer ta in  type ,  w i th  a  cer ta in  d i s tance  o f  the  route) .  I  was
th i rs ty  now.

I  began  to  make  add i t iona l  inqu i r ies  in to  maps  –  the  town h ighway  maps  on  the  s tate  webs i te  in  pdf  format
a re  qu i te  handy  a l though  they  lack  s t re et  names .  I f  on ly  I  cou ld  over lay  the  data  somehow.  I  was  sure  i t
cou ld  be  done.  I  s tar ted  search ing  Amazon  for  books  on  maps  and  car tography.  The  f i rs t  two I  ordered
turned  out  to  be  ch i ldren ’s  books .  Oops!  I  not i ced  the  le t ters  G IS  but  I  was  s t i l l  look ing  for  “car tography ”
and  I  d idn ’ t  rea l i ze  what  G IS  meant .  Somewhere  I  f ina l l y  s tumbled  upon  G loba l  In format ion  Sys tems  and
the  buzzer  went  o f f  and  the  l i ghts  went  on .  I ’ ve  got ten  my  hands  on  a  copy  o f  G IS  Fundamenta l s  by  Bo l s tad
and  am work ing  my  way  through  i t .  I ’ve  s igned  up  for  G IS  On  Penn ies  A  Day  at  UNH in  December.  What  I ’ve
learned  so  far  suggests  that  I  cou ld  learn  to  manipu late  var ious  data  sets  to  produce  maps  to  support  both
my hobby  and  my  genera l  inte rest  in  maps .  W i th  28  years  o f  computer  exper ience ,  and  p lenty  o f  equ ipment
at  hand,  I ’m hop ing  that  the  learn ing  curve  won’ t  be  as  s teep  for  me as  for  someone  that  has  to  learn  a l l  the
GIS  termino logy  as  we l l  as  the  computer  support  sk i l l s .  T ime  wi l l  te l l .

I ’m not  sure  where  th i s  w i l l  take  me but  I ’ ve  en joyed  learn ing  techn ica l  th ings  a l l  o f  my  l i fe .  The  chance  to
combine  computers  and  maps  wi th  the  added  season ing  o f  geocach ing  i s  a  mea l  too  ent i c ing  to  i gnore .  I ’m
look ing  forward  to  learn ing  enough  to  be  ab le  to  a t tend  conferences  and  speak  to  the  profess iona l s  and
unders tand  the  many  app l i cat ions  o f  G IS  that  a re  s t i l l  beyond  my  grasp  a t  the  moment .  What  an  exc i t ing
area  to  be  in  today  as  the  l imi tat ions  o f  comput ing  power  drop  away  and  the  pro jects  not  poss ib le  ten
yea rs  ago  become doab le  today.  Who would  have  thought  my  g ian t  topo  map of  twe nty  y ea rs  ago  would  lead
me to  s tudy  G IS  today?

Ed i tor ' s  Note :  I  wou ld  love  to  turn  th i s  in to  a  regu lar  co lumn
i f  others  are  interested  in  shar ing  the i r  " road to  GIS!"
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Mystery Map Contest
May's  mystery  map  showed mines ,  ex t racted  f rom the
Geonames  data  laye r.  Congratu lat ions  to  Nathan  Dansereau
of  CVPS!

What  do  the  shaded  towns  above  have  in  common?  P lease
submit  your  responses  to  Les l ie  a t  l e s l i ep@vcg i .org  o r  a t  the
address  g iven  on  the  back  page  o f  the  news let ter.   The  winner,
drawn f rom among  the  respondents  who  send  in  cor rect
answe rs ,  w i l l  rece ive  h i s  or  her  cho ice  o f  data  CD:  S tar ter  K i t ,
So i l s ,  NAIP  2008  ( ! )  or  Topos .

VSDP NewsVSDP NewsVSDP NewsVSDP NewsVSDP News
January Roundtable

Planned
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

T h e  N e x t  R o u n d t a b l e  w i l l  t a k e
p l a c e  o n  Wed n es d ay,  J a n u a r y  7  a t
VT  Techn i ca l  Co l lege  in  Ran d o lp h .
P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  V S D P  w e b  p a g e
( w w w.vc g i . o rg /vs d p )  fo r  t h e
s c h e d u l e  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m
( d u e  D e c .  3 0 ) .  H e r e  a r e  t h e  t o p i c s
t h a t  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d :

• R e m o t e  S e n s i n g  D a t a :  w h a t
i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  w h a t  i s  c o m i n g
s o o n ,  w h i c h  t o  u s e

• M a p p i n g  W i l d l i fe  H a b i tat
B l o c k s  i n  t h e  U p p e r  Va l l e y ;
C o m m u n i t y  Va l u es ,
C o n n e c t i v i t y,
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s ,  &
U n i q u e n e s s

• G I S  f o r  F a r m  M a n a g e m e n t
• S c a r e d  o f  t h e  G e o d a t a b a s e ?

A n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  p e r s o n a l
a n d  f i l e  g e o d a t a b a s e s

• T h e  I n t e r s e c t  b e t w e e n
S u r v e y i n g  a n d  G I S  m a p p i n g
-  A n  O p e n  D i s c u s s i o n

• I n t e g r a t i n g  G I S  E d u c a t i o n
a n d  C o m m u n i t y  N e e d s  –
E v a l u a t i n g  t h e  R e s u l t s

• T h e  I m pa c t  o f  We b - b a s ed
G I S  Te c h n o l o g y

• R e g i o n a l  a n d  M u n i c i p a l  G I S
P r o j e c t s  A r o u n d  t h e  S t a t e

• O p e n  S o u rc e  We b  G I S  -
S e r v i n g  u p  m a p p i n g  d a t a
u s i n g  o p e n  s o u r c e  t o o l s

• A s s e s s i n g  t h e  R i s k  o f  a n
Invas ive  Spec ies  a t
Vermo nt ' s  Nat ion a l  Park

• D a t a  S t o r a g e  O p t i o n s  -
W h at ' s  R i g ht  fo r  Yo u ?

• S t a t e  G I S  P r o j e c t s
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VT Center for Geographic
Information, Inc.

58 South Main St., Suite 2
Waterbury, VT  05676

802-882-3000
www.vcgi.org
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