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New and Updated Data from the VGIS
Data Warehouse

N e w  D a t a
• Cl imatePrec ip_PRECIPA7 100,  Mean  annua l  prec ip i tat ion  data  for

Vermon t  (197 1-2000)
• Cl imatePrec ip_PRECIPW7100,  Mean  winter  prec ip i ta t ion  data  for

Vermon t  (197 1-2000)
• E levat ionContours_CN10T,  10  foot  contours  generated  f rom bare

earth  L IDAR
• E levat ionContours_CN2T,  2  foot  contours  generated  f rom bare  ear th

LIDAR
• EmergencyE911_DWA RC HIVE ,  H i s tor i ca l  E911  DW Arch ive

( d r i v e w a y s )
• EmergencyE911_ES ITEARCHIVE ,  H i s tor i ca l  E911  ES ITE  Arch ive

( b u i l d i n g s , e t c . )
• EmergencyE911_RDSARCHIVE ,  H i s tor i ca l  E911  RDS  Arch ive  ( road

c e n t e r l i n e s )
• TransRoad_SUFF01,  Suff i c iency  rat ings  on  S tate  H ighways  2001

• TransRoad_SUFF03MC,  Suff i c iency  rat ings  on  Major  Co l lec tors  -
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Updated Data
• BoundaryOther_ANRADMIN,  ANR Admin is t rat ive  Boundar ies

• Eco log icOther_RTENATCOM,  Rare ,  Threatened  and  Endangered
Spec ies  &  S ign i f i cant  Comm.

• EmergencyOther_DAMS,  Vermont  Dam Inve ntor y  -  ext racted  subset

• TransStats_AADT,  Average  Annua l  Da i l y  Tra f f i c :  1990->2007  -  a l l
r o u t e s

• TransStats_AADT8688,  Avera ge  Annua l  Da i l y  Traf f i c :  1986->1988  -
Int ,  US,  VT  route

• TransStats_AADTFUA8289,  Average  Annua l  Da i l y  Tra f f i c :  1982-
>1989  -  FUA routes  on ly

• TransStats_AADTMC8487,  Avera ge  Annua l  Da i l y  Traf f i c :  1984->1987
-  major  co l lec tors
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Calendar

Introduct ion to  GIS  Tra in ings
Offe red  by  VCGI  -  Rut land  in  Ju ly,
Montpe l ie r  in  August .  $60  -
deta i l s  and  reg i s t ra t ion  a t  the
web page:  ht tp://w ww.vcgi .org /
c o m m r e s / t r a i n i n g /

URISA’s  47th  Annual  Conference
and Exposit ion
Anaheim,  Cal i fornia
September  29  -  October  2 ,  2009
ht tp://w w w.ur isa .org /about/
a n a h e i m

V LC T  Town Fa i r  October  1 ,  Bar re -
Presentat ion  about  VT  Ortho-
photography  Trans i t ion ,  ht tp : //
w w w.v l c t . o rg /eve ntsca l e n d a r /
t o w n f a i r /

N E A R C  The  Northeast  Arc  Users
Group  wi l l  ho ld  i t s  24th  Annua l
Conference ,  October  4 -7 ,  2009  at
the  Rad isson  Hote l  in  Nashua ,
New Hampsh i re
ht tp://ww w.northeastarc .org /

VT Orthophotography Transitions from VT
Mapping Program to VCGI Imagery Program

Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

The  Vermont  Mapping  Program (VMP -  w i th in  the  Vermont  Tax  Dept . )
was  the  or ig ina l  agency  which  oversaw the  process  o f
or thophotography  deve lopment  in  Vermont .    In  1974,  the  VMP was
in i t ia ted  wi th  the  in tent ion  o f  c reat ing  a  un i form s tatewide  base
map in  order  to  promote  e f f i c ient  munic ipa l  property  tax  mapping .
In  1985 ,  s ta tewide  hardcopy  or thophotography  coverage  was
completed  and  an  updat ing  process  was  s tar ted .   In  1994 ,  the  f i r s t
d ig i ta l  o r thophotos  were  funded  and  deve loped  for  par t  o f  the  s tate .
W ith  annua l  fund ing  (mos t ly )  s ince  that  t ime,a  f i rs t  v inta ge  o f
d ig i ta l  imagery  for  the  whole  s ta te  i s  now ava i lab le .  The  s tatus  o f
the  second  v intage  o f  d ig i ta l  imagery  i s  as  fo l lows :

• Chi t tenden,  Lamoi l le ,  Wash ington ,  and  Ca ledon ia  Count ies
(co l lec ted  in  2007 ,  l i ke ly  to  become ava i lab le  througout  the
remainder  o f  2009)

• Frank l in ,  Grand  I s le ,  and  Or leans  Count ies  ( co l lec ted  in
2008,  l i ke ly  to  become ava i lab le  througout  the  remainder  o f
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• Essex  County   ( co l lec ted  in  2009 ,  and  we  ant i c ipate  that  i t
w i l l  be  made  ava i lab le  in  ear ly  2010)

• F ina l  sect ion  o f  the  second  v inta ge  o f  imager y  (Benn ington
and  W ind ham Count ies )  w i l l  l i ke ly  be  co l lec ted  in  2 010  and
made  ava i lab le  in  2011 .

As  was  reported  in  the  prevv ious  VGIS  News,  dur ing  2008,  the  VT  Tax
Dept .  chose  not  to  inc lude  fund ing  for  the  VMP in  the i r  proposed  FY
2010  budget .  The  VMP of f i ce  has  now c losed .  VCGI  has  agreed  to  take
on  cer ta in  aspects  o f  the  VMP's  dut ies  as  o f  Ju ly  1 ,  2009:
acqu is i t ion ,  a rch iv ing ,  and  d i s t r ibut ion  o f  the  d ig i ta l  or thophotos .
The  s tate  arch iv i s t  has  taken  on  care  o f  the  non-d ig i ta l
or thophotography  assets  and  Reg iona l  P lann ing  Commiss ions  and
pr ivate  consu l tants  w i l l  p rov ide  pr int ing  serv i ces  to  those  who need
pr ints  o f  the  current  or thophotos .

Newsf lash:  NAIP  2008  Imagery
wi l l  be  avai lab le  by  August  of
2009  for  download  (compressed)
and on  media!  Check  the  VCGI
Web page  and  VGIS-L  l i s t serv  for
announcement  soon.

On or  a round  Ju ly  1 ,  2009 ,  the  VCGI  Imagery  Program wi l l  beg in  mak ing  compressed  or thophotos
ava i lab le  v ia  f ree  download  f rom the  VCGI  data  warehouse  web  page  on  a  t i le -by - t i le  bas i s .  In  add i t ion ,
VCGI  w i l l  d i s t r ibute  bund les  o f  imagery  data  on  var ious  appropr ia te  media  for  var ious  pr i ces .  P lease  see
the  Image  L ibrary  sect ion  o f  the  Data  Warehouse  web  page  for  deta i l s  a f ter  Ju ly  1 .  Here  i s  the  tentat ive
l i s t  o f  med ia -based  imagery  products : :
• By  County,  b lack  and  whi te ,  1 :5000 ,  a l l  v in tages  (uncompressed )

• By  County,  b lack  and  whi te ,  1 :5000 ,  a l l  v in tages  ( compressed )

• Statewide ,  b lack  and  whi te ,  1 :5000 ,  a l l  v in tages  (uncompressed)

• Statewide ,  b lack  and  whi te ,  1 :5000 ,  a l l  v in tages  ( compressed)

• NAIP,  co lor,  1 :40 ,000 ,  2003  & 2008(when ava i lab le )  (uncompressed )

• NAIP,  co lor,  1 :40 ,000 ,  2003  & 2008(when ava i lab le )  ( compressed )

• Misce l laneous  data ,  var ious  sca les ,  co lors ,  v in tages ,  compress ions  ( inc ludes  1 :1250  f rom
var ious  areas  o f  the  s ta te )

• Al l  imagery/ras ter  data  that  we  have  ava i lab le  for  d i s t r ibut ion
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Revised Bridge and Culvert Data Exchange Standard
Steve  Sharp ,  VCGI

VC GI ’s  Techn ica l  Adv i sor y  Commit tee  (VTAC)  recent ly  re v i sed  the  VGIS  Br idge  & Cu lvert  Data  Exchange
Stand ard  to  ref lec t  techn ica l  and  organ izat iona l  changes  in  the  maintenance  o f  Vermont ’s  s tatewide
br idge  and  cu lver t  databases .

Summar y  of  Changes :  Dropped  BC_VTrans l Inve ntor yTab le_Secondar y  tab le .  PC TOPEN and  AMTOPEN
changed  to  “opt iona l”  a t t r ibutes .  Other  minor  changes .

Check  the  web  pa ge  for  more  deta i l s :  ht tp : //w ww.vcg i .org /about_vcg i / tac/bc/

Parcel Mapping Compilation Effort Underway
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

VCGI ,  in  par tnersh ip  wi th  the  Reg iona l  P lann ing  Commiss ions ,  has
in i t ia ted  an  e f for t  to  compi le  ava i lab le  munic ipa l  G IS  parce l  data  in
order  to  make  i t  ava i lab le  for  download  f rom the  VCGI  Data
Warehouse .  The  G IS  spec ia l i s t s  a t  each  o f  the  RPCs  have  agreed  to
communicate  wi th  the i r  municpa l i t ies  about  the  pro ject  and  pass
a long  the  data  to  which  they  have  access  to  VCGI  in  a  s tandard i zed
format  a long  wi th  metadata .  We hope  to  make  the  data  ava i lab le for
download  ( t i led  by  town)  by  the  end  of  2009 .  VCGI  w i l l  take  on  the  ro le
of  annua l l y  request ing  data  updates  f rom the  RPCs .

Green Energy Conference Held May 4
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

About  60  peop le  par t i c ipated  in  the  May  4  "Chart ing  a  Course  to
Green  Energy  in  Vermont"  conference  he ld  a t  the  Dav i s  Center  in
Bur l ington .  Par t i c ipants  inc luded  a  mix  o f  G IS  profess iona l s ,  Energy
d eve lopers ,  and  s ta f f  f rom nonprof i t s  promot ing  green  energy.
Keynote  speaker  Robert  Dost i s  o f  Green  Mounta in  Power  spoke  about
G M P ’s  e n e rg y  v i s i o n ,  o p p o r t u n i t i es  a n d  c h a l l e n ges  i n  d e p l oy i n g
re n ewa b l e  ge n e rat i o n  i n  Ve r m o nt ,  a n d  h o w  G I S  m a p p i n g  to o l s  ca n
a s s i s t  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  b e s t  s i t e s  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n . Dur ing  the  wrap-up
pane l  a t  the  end  of  the  day,  par t i c ipants  h igh l ighted  data
d i scoverab i l i t y,  locat ion ' s  ro le  in  energy  p lann ing  done  by  the  s tate ,
us ing  maps  as  a  t oo l  to  promote  geograph ic  techno logy,  the  ro le  o f

 

Tom Williams Takes Position at Green Mountain Power
Davi d  B rotzman,  VCGI

VCGI  s ta f f  we re  sad  to  say  good bye  to  Pro ject  Manager  Tom W i l l i ams ,  who took  a  pos i t ion  as  G IS
Spec ia l i s t  a t  Green  Mounta in  Power  on  May  11  th i s  year.  Tom had  worked  at  VCGI  for  9  yea rs  in  var ious
pos i t ions  and  had  become an  important  member  o f  the  VT  G IS  communi ty,  espec ia l l y  through  h i s  support
of  VEM and  UVM's  Center  for  Rura l  S tud ies .  We wish  h im wel l  in  h i s  new pos i t ion  and  congratu la te  GMP
for  re cogn iz ing  the  va lue  he  can  br ing  to  the  company.  We have  been  inte r v iewing  cand idates  to  f i l l  the
pos i t ion  he  le f t ,  and  hopes  to  announce  a  new h i re  soon!
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VT Enterprise GIS Consortium (EGC) Update
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

The  VT  Enterpr i se  G IS  Consort ium was  es tab l i shed  to  "support  the  ongo ing  implementat ion  and
management  o f  the  S tate ’s  Enterpr i se  Geograph ic  In forma t ion  Sys tem (GIS ) .  Th i s  support  w i l l  be  gu ided  b y
the  v i s ion  and  goa l s  a r t i cu la ted  in  the  S tate  o f  Vermon t ’s  Enterpr i se  G IS  S t rateg ic  P lan .  The  P lan  a ims  to
estab l i sh  a  dynamic  Enterpr i se  G IS  f ramework  wi th in  s ta te  government  which :

• Promotes  and  leverages  e f f i c ient  use  o f  the  s tate ’s  Geograph ic  In format ion  Techno logy  (G IT )
r e s o u r c e s ;

• Recogn izes  opportun i ty  through  coord inat ion  and  resource  shar ing ;

• Promotes  qua l i ty  and  cons i s tency  through  s tandard i zat ion ;

• A d d r e s s e s  d a t a  a c c e s s  n e e d s ;

• Enhances  the  e f fect iveness  o f  G IS  serv i ces  and  so lut ions ;  and

• Improves  dec i s ion  mak ing  throughout  s tate  government . "  ( f rom Vermont  Enterpr i se  G IS  Consort ium
C h a r t e r )

Recent  ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  EGC inc lude  the  fo l lowing :

• Estab l i shed  Enterpr i se  G IS  Data  Exchange  protoco l .

• In i t ia t ing  enab l ing  d i rect  access  to  the  Enterpr i se  G IS  Data  Warehouse  for  EGC  members .  Th i s
inc ludes  the  ab i l i t y  o f  EGC  members  to  connect  to  cer ta in  ArcSDE  ins tances  (eg :  GDB_VCGI  on
VCGI ’s  da ta  ser ver )  w i th in  GovNet ;  more  tes t ing /res ea rch  needed.

• In i t ia ted  es tab l i shment  o f  Master  Purchase  agreement  wi th  ESR I ;  p rocess  i s  ongo ing .

• Estab l i shed  S tate  G IS  reta iner  contracts  for  G IS  products  and  serv i ces .

• In i t ia ted  pursu i t  o f  the  es tab l i shment  o f  a  G IS  “career  ladder ”  for  S tate  government  employe es .

• Deve loped  Enterpr i se  g eocod ing  ser v ices  (Beta  Ve rs ion) .

In  add i t ion ,  the  EGC has  asked  VCGI  to  compi le  in format ion  about  web  mapping  opt ions  that  s ta te  ent i t ies
can  implement ,  and  to  c reate  a  gu ide  that  would  he lp  such  ent i t i tes  eva luate  opt ions .  That  e f for t  shou ld
be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  summer.

A  d i scuss ion  at  the  June  meet ing  about  t ra in ing  opportun i t ies  led  to  the  shar ing  o f  the  fo l lowing
i n f o r m a t i o n :

• ANR ta lked  about  how they  current ly  prov ide  t ra in ing .  They  ment ioned  that  they  do  not  have  room
for  add i t iona l  s tudents  due  to  l imi ted  s pace ,  c omputers ,  and  l i censes .  Howe ve r,  they  are  wi l l ing
to  share  t ra in ing  mater ia l s  ( inc lud ing  v ideos ) .

• VTrans  ta lked  about  how they  current ly  prov ided  t ra in ing ,  wh ich  i s  more  l imi ted  than  what  ANR
does .

• Members  d i scussed  the  va lue  o f  shar ing  t ra in ing  mater ia l s ,  and  that  the  EG C ’s  SharePo int  por ta l
cou ld  be  used  to  share  these  resources .

Members  o f  the  EGC inc lude  the  fo l lowing  agence i s  and  organ izat ions :  USGS,  VT  ACCD,  VT  AHS,  VT  ANR,
VTrans ,  VAPDA,  V CGI  ,  VT  D I I ,  VT  E  911  Board .  A l l  documents ,  meet ing  agendas ,  and  notes  are  pos ted  at  the
EGC web page:  w w w.vcg i .org /egc

state  regu lat ion  in  requ i r ing  (or  not )  h igh  qua l i ty  mapping  as  a  component  o f  the  permit t ing  process  as
wel l  as  where  to  seek  resources  for  expans ion  o f  the  use  o f  renewables .  L inks  to  descr ipt ions  and
presentat ions  can  be  found  at  the  conference  web  page :  w w w.vcg i .org /greenenerg y
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VSDP News
Next Roundtable Back
in Waterbury - July 21

Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

The  next  Roundtab le  i s  be ing
p lanned  for  Ju ly  21 ,  2009  and  wi l l
be  he ld  at  the  Summit  Center  a t
the  S tate  Of f i ce  Complex  in
Waterbur y.  The  fo l lowing  top ics
are  tent at iv e ly  p lanned.  P lease
v i s i t  the  web  page  for  deta i l s  and
reg i s t ra t ion  form as  they  become
ava i lab le  (by  June  15) :

• Metadata  Dos  and  Don’ ts

• VCGI  Imagery  Program -
Orthophotos  and  More!

• Open Source  Web GIS :
Serv ing  Up  Mapping  Data
Us ing  Open  Source  Too ls

• What  Every  G IS
Profess iona l  Shou ld  Know
About  G IS  Data ,  Accuracy,
and  Use

• State  Data  Update

• D e m y s t i f y i n g  A r c G I S  S e r v e r
-  Examples  o f  how i t  i s
be ing  used

• D ata  Ana lys i s  I :  Workf lows

• Data  Ana lys i s  I I :  Mode l
B u i l d e r

• GeoWeb R ich  Internet
A p p l i c a t i o n s

• GIS  On  the  B leed ing  Edge

• ESRI  Users  Conference
H i g h l i g h t s

• FGIS  Users  Roundtab le

Deta i l s :  w w w.vcg i .org /vsdp  ( then
c l i ck  on  Events )

Cool Stuff

DIGITAL MAP COLLECTION FROM UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
BERKELEY
Th is  webs i te  presents  more  than  5 ,000  maps  (pr imar i l y  f rom the
19th  and  20th  centur ies )  cover ing  the  set t lement  o f  Ca l i forn ia  as
wel l  as  other  par ts  o f  the  wor ld ,  inc lud ing  Por tuga l ,  Kenya ,  Hong
Kong ,  I raq ,  and  hundreds  o f  o ther  nat ions  or  ter r i tor ies .  These
inc lude  topograph ic ,  naut i ca l ,  t ransportat ion ,  and  themat ic  maps
as  we l l  as  aer ia l  photographs .  The  maps  are  ve r y  h igh  qua l i ty,  and
many  are  equ ipped  wi th  zoom funct ions  a l lowing  for  c lose
exp lorat ion  o f  map  deta i l s .  B ib l iograph ic  in format ion ,  inc lud ing
date  and  author,  i s  a lways  prov ided ,  render ing  these  maps  usefu l  as
h i s tor i ca l  sources .
ht tp :// l i brar y.berke ley. edu/EART/browse.html

UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY DIGITAL L IBRARY:  MAPS
The  Un i ted  S tates  Mi l i ta ry
A c a d e m y  L i b r a r y  h a s  a n
impress ive  map  co l lec t ion ,
d iv ided  in to  three  sect ions :  40
C iv i l  War,  55  Co lon ia l  and
Federa l  E ra ,  and  5  f rom West
Po int .   Map  to  the  le f t  shows
deta i l  f rom "A  M a p  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h
a n d F r e n c h  S e t t l e m e n t s  i n  N o r t h
A m e r i c a "  f r o m  c i r c a  1 7 5 0  h t t p : / /
d i g i t a l - l i b ra r y. u s m a . ed u /
c o l l e c t i o n s / m a p s /

TOUCHTABLE
Video  demonstrat ion  o f  the  " touchtab le"  a  b ig  LCD screen  tab le  that
one  uses  l i ke  an  iphone  screen .  The  demonstrat ion  shows  the
inventor  us ing  i t  w i th  Goog le  Ear th .
ht tp ://www.pbs .org / kcet/wiredsc ience/v ideo/231- touchtab le .html

GIS FOR MACS
A coup le  o f  d i f ferent  c lear inghouses  for  he lp fu l  l inks .
ht t p : / / f re e ge o g ra p hy to o l s . c o m /20 0 9 /g i s - re l ated - s o f t wa re - fo r- t h e -
m a c
h t t p : / / g i s l o u n g e . c o m / m a c i n t o s h - r e s o u r c e s - f o r - g i s /

VALLEY QUEST
Val ley  Quest  i s  an  a wa rd-winn ing ,  p lace-based  educat ion  program
that  uses  t reasure  hunts  to  ce lebrate  communi ty,natura l ,  h i s tor y,
cu l tura l  s i tes ,  s tor ies  and  spec ia l  p laces .
ht tp : //w ww.v i ta l communi t ies .org /Va l leyQues t/
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VT Center for Geographic
Information, Inc.

58 South Main St., Suite 2
Waterbury, VT  05676

802-882-3000
www.vcgi.org

The VGIS News is Produced by:
Last  quar ter ' s  Mystery  Map Image  showed a  s ink  represent ing  a
va l ley  in  Westminster  West  ( southeastern  VT) .Noone  f igured  i t  out !

What  does  the  ras ter  image  above  represent?  P lease  submit  your
responses  to  Les l ie  a t  l e s l i ep@vcg i .org  o r  a t  the  address  g iven  to  the
r ight .   The  winner,  d rawn f rom among  the  respondents  who  send  in
correct  answe rs ,  w i l l  rece ive  h i s  or  her  cho ice  o f  data  CD:  S tar ter  K i t ,
So i l s ,  NAIP  2008  ( ! )  or  Topos .

Mys t e r y  M a p  C o n t e s t


