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VCGI Imagery Program News
Les l ie  Pe lch

Ju ly  1 ,  2009  saw the  b i r th  o f  the  VCGI  Imagery  Program.  On  that  date ,
VCGI  began  mak ing  var ious  types  o f  or tho imagery  ava i lab le  for  f ree
download  at  our  web  s i te .  Users  can  a l so  purchase  imagery  on  media  in
e i ther  compressed  or  uncompressed  format .  Not  surpr i s ing ly,  there  we re
a  few bumps  in  the  road  dur ing  the  f i r s t  weeks  o f  the  program,  and  we
rea l i ze  not  everyone  was  happy  wi th  the  changes  in  the  de l i very  o f
or tho imager y.  Now that  we  have  a  coup le  o f  months  under  our  be l t ,
ever yth ing  seems  to  be  work ing  smooth ly,  and  mos t  users  have  ad jus ted
to  th i s  new method  of  access ing  the  imager y.   We have  rece ived  a  g reat
dea l  o f  pos i t i ve  feedback  f rom users  who  apprec ia te  be ing  ab le  to
download  the  VT  d ig i ta l  o r thophotos  for  f ree  or  purchase  them on  media
for  a  very  inexpens ive  pr i ce .

2008  NAIP  imager y,  wh ich  inc ludes  the  co lor  in f rared  band,  was  re leased
in  la te  August  to  the  cheers  o f  many  users .  I t  i s  ava i lab le  for  f ree
download ,  as  i s  an  ext ract  o f  jus t  the  Co lor  In f rared  data ,  and  i t  w i l l  be
ava i lab le  as  a  s tand  a lone  product  on  media  for  a  l imi ted  t ime  (unt i l  1/
31/2010) ;  a f t er  that  i t  w i l l  be  ro l led  in to  the  NAIP  media  bund le ,  wh ich
wi l l  inc lude  both  2003  and  2008  imager y.

2007  and  2008  b lack  and  whi te ,  1 :5000  sca le  or tho imagery  wi l l  be
re leased  soon. . . rea l l y !  The  data  has  f ina l l y  made  i t  through  the  QA/QC
process  ( thank  you  to  Drew Emory  for  s t i ck ing  wi th  i t ! )  and  VCGI  i s
curent ly  compress ing  and  load ing  i t  in to  our  database  in  order  to  make
i t  ava i lab le  to  the  pub l i c .  As  w i th  the  NAIP  data ,  th i s  new imagery  wi l l  be
ava i lab le  as  a  separate  media  bund le  for  about  6  months  a f ter  i t  i s
re leased ,  then  i t  w i l l  be  ro l led  in to  the  s ta tewide ,  a l l  v in tages ,  b lack  and
whi te  1 :5000  or tho imagery  bund le .

A  few other  l imi ted-extent  imagery  products  have  been  made  ava i lab le
for  download:
1 :1250  (0 .15m)  t rueco lor  VT  or thos  (2006)  -  Bar re  Montpe l ie r
1 :1250  (0 .125m)  b&w VT  or thos  (2000)  -  Bur l ington  +  Barre
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DeJung Gewissler Joins VCGI

Dejung  i s  cur rent ly  VCGI ’s  l i a i son  to  Vermont  Emergency  Management  and
UVM’s  Center  for  Rura l  S tud ies .  He  jo ined  VCGI  in  Ju ly  o f  2009  a f te r
s pend ing  3  years  as  a  G IS  Spec ia l i s t  at  the  Monmouth  County,  NJ  G IS  Of f i ce
and  4  years  a t  the  NJ  S tate  Of f i ce  o f  G IS .  He  has  worn  the  many  hats  o f  G IS
(database  admin ,  desktop  support ,  GPS  t ra iner,  integrator  o f  G IS  in
b u s i n es s  wo r k  f l ow,  we b  p ro g ra m m e r,  p ro j e c t  m a n a ge r,  etc )  a n d  re c e nt l y
has  found  h imse l f  t ry ing  to  bu i ld  so lut ions  us ing  Open-Source  communi ty -
supported  G IS  so f tware  in  add i t ion  to  ESR I  products .

Af ter  s tudy ing  abroad  in  Europe ,  De jung  dec ided  to  pursue  a  BA  in
Env i ronmenta l  Sc ience  wi th  a  minor  in  Geo logy  and  a  BA  in  German f rom the
Univers i ty  o f  Oregon.  He  must  have  had  a  lapse  o f  san i ty  when  a f ter  3  years
of  h ik ing ,  b ik ing ,  snowboard ing ,  and  l i v ing  that  wonder fu l  organ ic  l i fe  he
dec ided  to  move  back  to  NJ  and  found  h imse l f  s tay ing  for  8  years !  Now that
that  i s  over  he  i s  en joy ing  get t ing  back  to  the  land  and  be ing  par t  o f  the
Vermont  mounta in  l i fes ty le  aga in .

VCGI Has a
Facebook Page -
Become a Fan!

Search  for  VCGI  when  you
are  logged  in to  Facebook ,
or  l ink  f rom our  webs i te !

Calendar
VT Soc iety  of  Land
Surveyors  Annual
C o n f e r e n c e  -  Sept .  17  and
18,  Rut land ,  VT,  87 7-239-
8757,   in fo@vs l s .org

VT League  of  C i t ies  and
Towns  Annual  Town Fa i r  -
October  1  and  2 ,  Bar re ,  VT,
w w w.v lc t .org

Northeast  Arc  Users  Group
Conference  (NEARC)  -
October  4  -  7 ,   Nashua ,  NH ,
w w w.northeas tarc .org

VT Spatia l  Data
Partnersh ip  Roundtable  -
October  21 ,  Fa i r lee ,  VT,
ww w.vcg i .org /vsdp

1:1250  (0 .125m)  b&w VT  or thos  (1998)  -  Rando lph  V i l l age
1:1250  (0 .15m)  t rueco lor  or thos  (2001)  -  Rut land  C i ty

Here  are  some th ings  to  keep  in  mind  regard ing  the  imagery  data  we
d i s t r i b u t e :

You c an  get  imager y  in  three  d i f ferent  ways :
1.  Download  JPEG 2000  f i les  by  t i le  ( . jp2)  -  th i s  compressed  format  i s  not
readab le  by  a l l  G IS  and  graph ic  so f tware  programs,  you  made  need  to  look
into  get t ing  a  f ree  p lug in  to  make  i t  work!
2 .  D ownlo ad  J P EG f i les  v ia  the  Cus tom Download  Too l  -  when you  download
us ing  th i s  too l  (wh ich  a l lows  the  user  to  zoom to  the i r  a rea  o f  in terest  and
then  "c l ip  and  z ip"  that  image)  you  wi l l  have  a  . jpg  f i l e  and  a  jgw f i le  (wor ld
f i le )  z ipped  together.  Th i s  uncompressed  format  shou ld  work  in  any  sof tware
that  you  have  prev ious ly  used  to  v iew or thos  once  you  unz ip .
3 .  Purchase  imagery  on  media  ( f l ash  dr ive  or  por tab le  hard  dr ive  depend ing
on  s i ze  o f  data ) -  your  cho ices  a t  th i s  po int  inc lude  s tatewide ,  b lack  and
whi te ,  1 :5 000  or thos  ( compressed  or  uncompressed) ,  s ta tewide ,  co lor,  NAIP
imagery  ( jus t  2008  data  or  combined  2003  and  2008 ,  compressed  or
uncompressed) ,  and  pr i ces  range  f rom $75   to  $220 .  Check  the  Media  Bund les
sect ion  o f  the  Image  L ibrary  web  page  for  deta i l s  and  order  forms .

P lease  check  out  the  Frequent ly  Asked  Quest ions  sec t ion  o f  the  Image
L ibrary !  We have  been  t ry ing  to  put  re levant  quest ions  and  answers  there  as
they  have  come up ,  as  we l l  as  usefu l  t ips .  Here  i s  the  most  recent  add i t ion :

Why can’t  I  download imagery  v ia  FTP?
VCGI  has  had  secur i ty  breaches  v ia  FTP  in  the  past ,  therefore  we  no  longer
offer  FTP.  Ho weve r,  a l l  compressed  image  f i les  can  be  download ed  f rom your
browswer  v ia  HT TP.  I f  download ing  f i les  one-b y-one  i s  too  much  t roub le ,  VCGI
re commends  one  of  the  fo l lowing  “download  managers”.  They  make  i t  easy  to
download  an  ent i re  d i rectory  o f  f i l es  in  one  job .
http :// f lashgot .netS
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Voices From All Sectors

Introductory GIS Trainings Popular Once Again
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

30  peop le  f rom around  VT  par t i c ipated  in  the  2009  Int roduct ion  to  G IS  courses  o f fered  by  VCGI  in  Rut land
and  Montpe l ie r.  Mos t  par t i c ipants  were  ver y  mot ivated  and  ea ger  to  s tar t  app ly ing  the i r  new knowledge
of  ArcExp lorer  in  the i r  work .  The  two consecut ive  days  format  was  ver y  popu lar,  so  we  may  cons ider
offer ing  a l l  c lasses  that  way  nex t  ye ar.  We  are  a l so  go ing  to  invest igate  some locat ion  opt ions  so  that  we
can  o f fer  c lasses  in  a  few more  p laces  around  the  s ta te .

I f  you  are  in terested  in  tak ing  a  very  in t roductory  G IS  c lass  focused  on  us ing  f ree  sof tware ,  keep  your
eyes  on  the  VCGI  web  page  and  the  VGIS -L  l i s t serv  for  in format ion  about  next  year ' s  o f fer ings  ( in fo  wi l l  be
posted  in  la te  winter ) .

VCGI Customer Survey 2009
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

VCGI  w i l l  be  co l lec t ing  in format ion  and  feedback  f rom you,  our  customers  and  cons i tuents ,  once  aga in
th i s  autumn.  Keep  an  eye  on  the  web  s i te  and  the  VGIS -L  emai l  l i s t serv  so  you  can  te l l  us  what  you  th ink
about  our  webs i te ,  our  data ,  the  new Imagery  Program,  the  conferences  and  t ra in ings  we  organ ize ,  and  the
serv ices  we  prov ide .  Everyone  who f i l l s  out  the  survey  wi l l  have  the  opt ion  o f  be ing  entered  to  win  a
portab le  hard  dr ive  or  consumer  grade  Garmin  GPS  rece iver !  The  survey  shou ld  be  posted  by  ear ly
O c to b e r.

VTrans Notes
S a r a  M o u l to n ,  V Tr a n s

A  re c e nt  q u es t i o n  we  re c e i ved  co n c e r n s  t h e  co m pa r i s o n  o f  Tra n s Ro ad _ R D S  m i l ea ge  a ga i n s t  o u r  o ff i c i a l
mi leage  l i s t ing  for  any  par t i cu lar  town.

Quest ion:  In  compar ing  the  H ighway  Mi lea ge  S tat i s t i c s  for  2009*  aga ins t  TransRoad_RDS,  I ’m not  get t ing
the  same tota l  mi leage .  Can  you  conf i rm which  mi leage  f ie ld  I  shou ld  be  compar ing  aga ins t  (AOTMILES ,
ARCMILES ,  or  LENGTH *  0 .000621)  and  which  road  c lasses  I  shou ld  be  se lect ing?
Answer :  We g enerate  two mi leage  summar y  l i s t ings  for  each  town.  One  i s  on  the  Town H ighway  Map,  the
other  i s  the  Mi leage  S tat i s t i c s*  reports  ava i lab le  f rom our  webs i te .

The  mi leage  l i s ted  in  the  “Mi lea ge  Summar y ”  l i s t ing  on  the  Town H ighway  Map i s  not  a  l i s t ing  o f  ALL  the
h ighway  mi leage  in  the  town,  but  i s  a  summary  o f  the  mi leage  for  wh ich  the  town rece ives  re imbursement
as  par t  o f  the  Town H ighway  Grant  Program**.  The  mi leage  f ie ld  in  TransRoad_RDS  that  i s  used  to  generate
the  report  i s  AOTMILES .

The  fo l lowing  excerpt  o f  the  se lect ion  query  se lects  the  road  c lasses  invo lved  (us ing  the  CTCODE for  the
Town of  Add ison  as  an  example) :
(CTCODE =  ‘0101’  and AOTCLASS  Between 1  And 3)  OR (CTCODE =  ‘0101’  AND AOTCLASS  Between 10  And 60) .

Th i s  query  de l iberate ly  does  not  se lect  c lass  4  town h ighways  (AOTCLASS  4 )  and  lega l  t ra i l s  (AOTCLASS  7 ) .
These  road  c lasses  car r y  o ff i c ia l  AOTMILES  data  because  VTrans  i s  mandated  by  s tatute***  to  map c las s
1 ,  2 ,  3  or  4  town h ighways  and  t ra i l s ,  but  s ince  c lass  4  town h ighways  and  lega l  t ra i l s  a re  not  re imbursed
for  ma intenance ,  the i r  mi leage  i s  not  inc luded  in  the  mi leage  summary  l i s t ing .

There  are  two th ings  to  keep  in  mind  when  compar ing  the  mi lea ge  der ived  f rom TransRoad_RDS  aga ins t  the
Highway  Mi leage  S tat i s t i c s  reports  ava i lab le  f rom our  webs i te .  One  i s  that  the  H ighway  Mi leage
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RPC GIS Meeting Notes
Dan Curr ier,  Centra l  VT  RPC

The  Reg iona l  P lann ing  Commiss ions  he ld  the i r  annua l  RPC  G IS  meet ing  back  on  Apr i l  3 rd   ( E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :
Th i s  a r t i c le  d idn ' t  qu i te  make  i t  into  the  May  Ne ws let ter. . . ) .  The  meet ing  had  a  fu l l  agenda  and  was
product ive ,  but  ver y  busy.   The  meet ing  s tar ted  wi th  a  presentat ion  f rom the  Vermont  Agency  o f  Natura l
Resources  Department  o f  Env i ronmenta l  Conservat ion  s ta f f  on  the  sof tware  used  to  map  F luv ia l  E ros ion
Hazard  (FEH)  zones .   FEH  mapping  i s  a  G IS  ana lys i s  that  ca l cu la tes  the  r ipar ian  area  needed  by  each  r i ver
or  s t ream to  meander  wi th in .   Th i s  a rea  i s  important  because  i t ’s  a l so  the  area  that  w i l l  be  the  mos t
suscep t i b le  to  eros ion  over  t ime  as  the  r i ver  or  s t ream moves  la te ra l l y  ins ide  i t s  va l ley.   Current ly  the
creat io n  o f  t hese  FEH zones  i s  done  us ing  the  S t ream Geomorph ic  Assessment  Too l  (SGAT) ,  an  ex tens ion
that  runs  in  ArcV iew 3 .x .   Ho wever,  ANR i s  mak ing  the  swi tch  for  the i r  SGAT  ex tens ion  to  ArcGIS  9 .3 .   The
f i r s t  too l  to  be  converted  i s  the  FEH ana lys i s  wh ich  the  DEC  s taf f  demons trated  for  the  RPC ’s .   The  FEH too l
i s  s t i l l  in  i t s  beta  form,  but  i t  shou ld  be  ava i lab le  soon.

The  next  d i scuss ion  was  on  the  data  for  the  2010  Census  and  the  Loca l  Employment  Dynamics  ( LED)  data
a l so  gathered  by  the  Census  Bureau .   Most  o f  the  Reg iona l  P lann ing  Commiss ions  are  invo lved  wi th  the
update  o f  the  Census  t rack ,  b lock ,  and  des ignated  p lace  data .   Th i s  updated  data  wi l l  be  used  dur ing  the
2010  Census .   Most  o f  the  changes  be ing  made  are  based  upon  t racks  and  b lock  groups  fa l l ing  outs ide  o f
the  Census  recommended hous ing  and/or  popu lat ion  thresho lds .   The  LED data  was  made  known to  us  by
Kev in  Behm f rom ACRPC.  The  data  has  i t s  own on l ine  map v iewer  ca l led  OnTheMap.  A  l ink  to  that  v iew i s
ht tp :// lehdmap3.d id .census .gov/themap3/ .

Th i s  data  i s  he lp fu l  in  unders tand ing  where  peop le  are  l i v ing  and  work ing  and  the  k ind  o f  commut ing
pat terns  that  ex i s t .

The  las t  top ic  before  our  lunch  break  was  on  VCGI ’s  reques t  for  town pa rce l  data  f rom the  RPC ’s .   VCGI
wants  to  s tore  parce l  data  f rom a l l  munic ipa l i t ies  on  the i r  webs i te  so  i t  can  be  d i s t r ibuted  wi th  the  other
VT  S tate  G IS  data  they  o ffe r.   The  RPC ’s  a re  in  favor  o f  th i s  reques t  and  are  work ing  on  pass ing  the  data
over  to  VCGI  by  Ju ly  1 ,  2009.

S tat i s t i c s  re p o r ts  a re  ge n e rated  f ro m  a  d i f fe re nt  s et  o f  d ata ,  s e pa rate  f ro m  Tra n s Road _ R D S ,  w i t h  a
d i f ferent  provenance .  We use  i t  as  a  master  data  set  to  compare  our  other  work  aga ins t .  I t  i s  th i s  data  set
that  i s  used  to  generate  the  mi leage  cer t i f i ca tes  **** .  Accord ing  to  th i s  master  data  set ,  the  o f f i c ia l  to ta l
mi leage  for  the  whole  s tate  i s  14 ,12 6 .746  mi les .  Accord ing  to  TransRoad_RDS,  the  equ iva lent  mi leage
tota l  out  o f  AOTMILES  i s  14 ,126 .404 .  C lose ,  but  not  qu i te  a  100% matchup.

The  other  th ing  to  watch  out  for  i s  make  sure  you  are  us ing  the  r ight  H ighway  Mi leage  S tat i s t i c s  report  for
the  v inta ge  o f  TransRoad_RDS  you  are  us ing .  For  example ,  the  2009  H ighway  Mi lea ge  report  i s  ava i lab le ,
but  i t s  cor responding  vers ion  o f  TransRoad_RDS  has  not  been  re leased  ye t .  We hope  to  get  i t  re leased
with in  the  next  two months .

P lease  contact  the  VTrans  Mapping  Un i t  i f  you  have  any  ques t ions  rega rd ing  h ighway  mi leage  or  road
center l ines  in  genera l .  Contact  in format ion  i s  ava i lab le  a t
ht tp ://ww w.aot .s tate .v t .us/P lann ing /mapgis/ town_maps1.htm.

More  Informat ion  about  Var ious  Refe rences  i s  Ava i lab le  v ia  the  Fo l lowing  L inks :
*  H ighway  Mi leage  S tat i s t i c s  reports  (ava i lab le  under  the  Mi leage  S tat i s t i c s  sect ion)
ht tp : //w w w.aot . s tate .v t .us/P lann ing /Documents/Mapping /Pub l i cat ions/mapping_pubs .htm
** Town H ighway  Grant  Program
http ://apps .vt rans .vermont .gov/THGProgram/f intowngrant .aspx
***  Vermon t  S tatut es  Annotated ,  T i t le  19 ,  Chapter  3 ,  sect ions  305  and  306
ht tp ://w ww. leg .s tate.v t .us/s tatutes/chapte rs .c fm?T i t le=19
* * * *  M i l e a g e  C e r t i f i c a t e s
ht tp ://ww w.aot .s tate .vt .us/P lanning /MapGIS/mapping_certs .ht m
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A Cartophilic Trip Around Lake Champlain
J e f f  N u g e n t ,  W i n d h a m  R e g i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n

On a  f i ve  day  t r ip  a round  Lake  Champla in ,  I  s topped  in  a t  the  Henr y  She ldon  Museum in  Midd lebur y,  to
take  in  the  exh i b i t :  "Mapping  Champla in ’s  New Wor ld . "  The  exh i b i t  featured  over  two dozen  maps  f rom
1635  to  1911 .   The  maps  ranged  f rom those  that  covered  most  o f  the  North  Amer ican  cont inent  known to
European  mapmakers  in  the  17th  century  to  la rge  sca le  p lans  o f  the  bat t le  o f  T i conderoga .   The  maps  on
exh ib i t  were  or ig ina l  documents ,  and  an  up-c lose  look  le ts  you  marve l  a t  the  in t r i cate  deta i l  that  maps  a t
that  t ime  possessed .   I t ’s  someth ing  that  can ’ t  be  apprec iated  on- l ine .   The  exh i b i t  runs  through  October
2 3 r d .

You  can  a l so  f ind  h i s tor i c  maps  at  the  Ch imney  Po int  S tate  H is tor i c  S i te .  The  s i te  i s  ded icated  to
present ing  the  F rench  and  Nat ive  Amer ican  cu l tures  o f  not  on ly  the  immediate  area ,  but  Vermon t  i tse l f.
There  are  a  number  o f  maps  upsta i r s ,  severa l  o f  them the  same as  those  a t  the  She ldon  Museum,  but
they  are  scanned  cop ies  that  have  been  re -pr inted ,  and  lack  the  in terpret ive  text .   I f  you  are  in  the  area ,
check  i t  out ,  but  aga in ,  to  re a l l y  apprec iate  these  maps ,  see  the  or ig ina l s  in  Midd lebur y.

The  RPC  GIS  spec ia l i s t s  t ry  to  meet  once  a  year  to  d i scuss  top ics  that  a f fect  us  a l l .   I f  your  organ izat ion
has  a  top ic  or  i s  in te res ted  in  at tend ing ,  p lease  contact  your  loca l  RPC  or  Dan ie l  Curr ier,  G IS  manager  a t
Cent ra l  Vermont  Reg iona l  P lann ing  Commiss ion .

Book Corner
Les l ie  Pe lch

These  are  ment ions  o f  in terest ing  books  I  have  seen  or  heard  about  (but  haven ' t  read  yet ,  so  can ' t  rev iew) .
Remember  to  send  me your  rev iews  i f  you  have  read  any  in terest ing  map/GIS  re la ted  tomes!

Where  the  Great  R iver  R i ses :
An At la s  o f  the  Upper  Connect i cut  R iver  Watershed  in  Vermont  and
N ew  H a m ps h i r e ,  Rebecca  Brown,  Ed i tor,  Un ivers i ty  Press  o f  New
Eng land  (2009) .

A  lav i sh ly  i l lus t ra ted ,  comprehens ive ,  in terd i sc ip l inary  s tudy  o f
the  natura l  and  human e lements  that  compr i se  the  Upper
Connect i cut  R iver  watershed.  Rebecca  A .  Brown has  compi led  a
remarkab le  compendium of  author i ta t i ve  essays  on  the  Connect i cut
R iver,  touch ing  on  ever y th ing  f rom i ts  phys ica l  l andsc ape  and
natura l  env i ronment ,  to  the  human h i s tor y,  and  cu l ture  that  has
grown up  around  i t .  Th i s  ind i spensab le  vo lume i s  the  product  o f  a
remarkab le  par tnersh ip  and  years  o f  co l laborat ion  between  the
Connect i cut  R iver  Jo int  Commiss ions ,  Dar tmouth  Co l lege ,  and
Northern  Car tograph ic .  Dozens  o f  scho lars ,  sc ient i s t s ,  and  other
experts—al l  recogn ized  as  top  author i t ies  in  the i r  respect ive
f ie lds—were  commiss ioned  to  prepare  contr ibut ions  re la ted  to
the i r  a reas  o f  exper t i se .
ht tp://w w w.upne.com/1-58465-765-0.html

Maps That  Made History :  The  in f luent ia l ,  the  eccentr i c ,  and  the  sub l ime ,  Lez  Smart ,  The  Nat iona l  Arch ives
(UK)  (2004) .

F rom the  In t roduct ion :  "Numerous  books  have  been  pub l i shed  on  the  sub ject  o f  maps .  Many  dea l  w i th
co l lec t ing ,  some wi th  the  mapmaker ' s  a r t ,  wh i le  others  focus  on  the  h i s tor i ca l  deve lopment  o f
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Cool Stuff
Mapping  a  better  wor ld  -  The  Economist
" . . .mapping  techno logy  has  matured  in to  a  too l  for  soc ia l  jus t i ce .
Whether  i t  i s  to  promote  hea l th ,  safety,  fa i r  po l i t i c s  or  a  c leaner
env i ronment ,  foundat ions ,  non-prof i t  g roups  and  ind iv idua l s
around  the  wor ld  are  f ind ing  that  maps  can  he lp  them make  the i r
case  fa r  more  in tu i t i ve ly  and  e f fect ive ly  than  speeches ,  po l i cy
papers  or  press  re leases . "
ht tp://w w w.economist .com/sc iencetechnology/tq/
dis p layStor y.c fm?stor y_id=13725877

Human Rights  Maps
These  maps  are  par t
of  the  P.A .P.  B log  –
Po l i t i c s ,  Ar t  and
P h i l o s o p h y
HUMAN RIGHTS,  inc l .
po l i t i ca l  and
economic  r ights ,
f rom the  perspect ive
of  po l i t i c s ,  a r t ,
ph i losophy,  law,
economics  and
s t a t i s t i c s .

http://f i l ipspagnol i .wordpress .com/tag/human-r ights-maps/

Mapping for  Just ice
At  Tutor/Mentor  Connect ion ,  Mi ke  c reates  maps  that  look  a t  the
re lat ionsh ip  among  poverty,  communi ty  resources ,  schoo l
per formance ,  and  locat ions  o f  non-schoo l  tutor ing/mentor ing
fac i l i t ies  for  K -12  s tudents .
http://mappingfor just ice .b logspot .com/

US Food Pol icy  Blog
For  peop le  who want  to  know where  the i r  food  comes  f rom,
Goog le  Maps  o f fers  a  profound  passport  to  the  landscape  you
choose  to  v iew,  in  p lace  o f  the  pas tora l  image  that  an  interes ted
party  wants  you  to  v iew.  For  mos t  o f  these  locat ions ,  you  can
exp lore  even  more  us ing  the  s t reet  v iew feature .
ht tp://usfoodpol icy.b logs pot .com/2009/07/10-us- food-pol icy-
dest inat ions.html

Map Hawk Blog (A Publ icat ion of  Direct ions  Media)
Th is  b log   covers  the  use  o f  maps ,  mapping  techno logy  and
locat ion-based  in format ion  in  the  media  as  we l l  as  i t s  use  by
others  who are  us ing  map s  to  convey  a  message  on  the  w eb,  TV,
b logs ,  or  o ther  v i sua l  medium.
http://maphawk.blogspot .com/

car tography  i tse l f.  Ve r y  few adopt  the
approach  t aken  here  and  exp lore  the
ind iv idua l  maps  as  a  means  o f  look ing
into  the  h i s tory  o f  h te  per iod  in  which
they  were  created.  In  e f fect ,  to  use
them as  a  'w indow'  in to  t imes  now
pased."

The  At las  o f  Food:  Who Eats  What ,
W h e r e ,  a n d  W hy ,  E r i k  Mi l lhouse  and
T im Lang ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ca l i forn ia
P r e s s ( 2 0 0 8 ) .

F rom the  VT  Geograph ic  A l l i ance
News let ter :  "Th i s  At las  uses
beaut i fu l ,  c lear  maps  and  graph ics
to  show us  where  food  comes  f rom in
the  wor ld ,  who  eats  what ,  who
produces  i t ,  and  what  that  means  for
nutr i t ion ,  po l i t i c s ,  economics ,  and
the  env i ronment .   The  authors  cover
the  ent i re  food  cha in  f rom the  farmer
to  the  consumer,  and  show how each
l ink  in  the  cha in  a f fects  the  others . "

Parcel Data Report
Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

VCGI  and  the  Reg iona l  P lann ing
Commiss ions  are  in  the  process  o f
compi l ing  ava i lab le  G IS  parce l  data
so  that  VCGI  can  d i s t r ibute  the  data
v ia  the  VGIS  Data  Warehouse .
A l though  the  data  wi l l  not  be  melded
into  a  s ing le  seamless  layer  ( i t  w i l l
be  d i s t r ibuted  "as  i s " )  i t  i s  a  f i r s t
s tep  towards  mak ing  th i s  essent ia l
data  mo r e  access ib le  and  eventua l l y
more  cons i s tent .

To  date ,  I  have  rece ived  pa rce l  data
f rom the  fo l lowing  RPCs :   Ch i t tenden
County  RPC,  Centra l  VT  RPC,  Lamoi l le
County  PC ,  Northwest  RPC,  Rut land
RPC,  Southern  W indsor  County  RPC,
Two R ivers  Ot taquechee  RC,  and
W ind ham RC .

Data  wi l l  be  downloadab le  v ia  the
t i led  data  download  too l  (each  town
is  a  t i le ) .  I  hope  to  post  what  we  have
for  download  before  the  end  of  th i s
ca l e n d a r  year.
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VSDP News
Roundtable Roundup

Les l ie  Pe lch

The  las t  Roundtab le  was  he ld  Ju ly  21  in  Waterbur y,  and  was
at tended  by  100  peop le  (an  unprecedented  number  dur ing  the
summer! ) .  You  can  see  PDFs  o f  many  of  the  powerpo int
presentat ions  a t  the  VSDP web  page  (Roundtab le  Arch ive) .
Johnathan  Crof t  was  presented  wi th  the  2009  Outs tand ing
Ach ievement  Award .  The  award  was  presented  by  the  2008
rec ip ient ,  Ja r la th  O 'Ne i l -Dunne,  and  they  both  d id  such  a
great  job  in  the i r  comments  that  we  have  dec ided  to  s imply
have  them pass  i t  back  and  for th  each  year  and  cont inue  to
enterta in  Roundtable  Attendees .

The  next  Roundtab le  i s  schedu led  for  October  21st  a t  the
Lake  Morey  Resor t  in  Fa i r lee .  The  theme i s  " U n f o l d i n g  t h e
M a p :  M a k i n g  G e o s p a t i a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  A c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e
P u b l i c "  a n d  we  h a v e  a  g reat  l i s t  o f  tentat ive  top ics  ( see
be low) .  Check  the  web  page  soon  for  schedu le  and
reg i s t rat ion  informat ion  (w w w.vcg i .org /vsdp) .

• Open-Source  G IS :  A  Ba lanc ing  Act  Between  A  Wampeter  and  Sa l tpet re  –  John  Van  Hoesen ,  Green
Mo unt a in  Co l lege

• C o m pa r i n g  t h e  $ 5 , 0 0 0  Tr i m b l e  t o  t h e  $ 3 0 0  G a r m i n  G P S ,  a n d  h ow  w e  u s e  t h e  Tr i m b l e  to  m o n i to r  t re e
s u r v i va l  i n  r i pa r i a n  b u f fe rs  –  F ra n k  Pe n d e l to n  &  Ka r i n a  D a i l e y ,  F WS

• M o d e l l i n g  P r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  G r a n d l i s t  D i g i t a l l y  –  Judy  Bond,  GrassRoots  G IS

• Creat ing  and  Us ing  Geo-Referenced  PDF  Maps  -  Bur ton  Putrah ,  UVM Spat ia l  Ana lys i s  Lab

• ArcGIS  Exp lorer  and  ArcGIS  On l ine  –  ESR I  s ta f f

• VELCO ’s  Pub l i c  Mapping  App l i cat ion  –  Ja r rod  Harper,  VELCO

• GIS  for  Munic ipa l  W i ld l i fe  P lann ing  -  Jesse  Mohr,  Nat ive  Geograph ic  and  TBA

• Mapping  Invas ive  Spec ies  and  Changes  Over  T ime.  –  Miche l le  Therr ien ,  Town of  Mered i th ,  NH

• Urban/Reg iona l  l and-Use  P lann ing  ,  Pam Brangan,  CCRPC,   o thers  TBA

• Data  co l lec t ion  –  GPS  –  Br ing ing  GPS  Data  In to…Goog le  Ear th ,  VT  On l ine  Mapping  App l i cat ions ,
Geopdf,   –  Dan  Curr ier,  CVRPC  and  Les l ie  Pe lch ,  VCGI

• Emergency  Management  and  Mapping  Update–  L in  Ne i fer t ,  USGS  and  Jeremy McMul len ,  E911

• Br ing ing  H i s tor i c  Maps  and  Orthophotos  In to  G IS  –  Ja r la th  O’Ne i l -Dunne,  UVM,  B i l l  Morr i s s ,  VHB/
P ioneer,  and  Dan  Curr ier,  CVRPC

• Us ing  Goog le  Spreadsheets  to  D i sp lay  Po int  Data  in  Goog le  Ear th  -  Br ian  Beck ,  UVM Spat ia l
Ana lys i s  Lab



August  2009 8VGIS  News

VT Center for Geographic
Information, Inc.

58 South Main St., Suite 2
Waterbury, VT  05676

802-882-3000
www.vcgi.org

The VGIS News is Produced by:
Last  quar ter ' s  Mystery  Map showed mean  winter  prec ip i ta t ion  data  for
Vermont (1971-2000). Congratulations to Peter McAlenny of fountains spatial, Inc. for figuring
it out!

Mystery Map Contest

What does the map above show (besides town boundaries)? Please submit your responses to
Leslie at lesliep@vcgi.org or at the address given on the back page of the newsletter.  The
winner, drawn from among the respondents who send in correct answers, will receive his or
her choice of data product: Topos, Imagery Bundle....


